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Citizen science practices:
on the field with the social sciences and the 
humanities



Citizen science definition(s)

“Citizen science is a common name 
for a wide range of activities and practices.”

ECSA’s characteristics of citizen science (April 2021)

“Citizen Science refers to the engagement of the general public 
in scientific research activities. 

Citizens actively contribute to science through their intellectual effort 
or by supporting knowledge with their tools or resources.”

Green Paper on Citizen Science: Citizen Science for Europe (2014)

“Les sciences participatives sont définies comme 
les formes de production de connaissances scientifiques 
auxquelles des acteurs nonscientifiques-professionnels, 

qu’il s’agisse d’individus ou de groupes, 
participent de façon active et délibérée.

Rapport Hullier (2016)



Describing a practice (Haklay et al., 2020)

(Bonney et al., 2009)

(Wiggins and Crowston, 2011)



CROWDSOURCING 
→ participants provide ressources (ex. collect data)

PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH 
→ participants are actively involved in several phases of 

the research process

Citizen science types



SSH contributory projects



SSH participatory projects https://coeso.hypotheses.org/pilots

A diversity of  participatory 
approaches and research  
questions

https://coeso.hypotheses.org/pilots


The VERA Hub

vera.operas-eu.org

http://vera.operas-eu.org/


Some more to discover
Zooniverse
Eu-citizen.science
National platforms for citizen science
Particip’Arc network (France)



Handling citizen social science data



SSH research data repositories  

  



Diversity of practices, methodologies and outputs
COESO pilots were:
→ small scale
→ integrated collaborations 



Supporting communities of practice - Hypotheses.org

https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.15262.1



Mutual learning spaces

(Leon Quijano & Benei, 2023) 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10046771

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10046771


Co-writing/Co-presenting



Transmediatized ethnography of the 
Lisbon Tourism Observatory
https://saojose.huma-num.fr/intro



Memorekall for Dancing Philosophy

https://project.memorekall.com/en/capsule/preview/dancing-phil
osophy---une-personne-prendre-d%c3%a9poser-sasseoir-se-lever
?w=1 



Disseminating/Valorization

Newsletter
s

Podcast

Articles for «the general 
public»

Social networks



● Explore the diverse citizen science and participatory approaches and SSH choose the one(s) that 

better fit with your project and or one of its specific phases

● Look around and be inspired by and connect with similar projects

● Consider scenarios and manage the best way to handle your data (ex. sensitive information)

● Think multilingualism (for both natural and professional languages) 

● Dare exploring and use unconventional and/or innovative output formats 

(text, pictures, audio, video, …)

Take-away 
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