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Prof. Rear Admiral (Ret.) Shaul Chorev
Head of Haifa Maritime Policy & Strategy Research Center (HMS), Haifa Israel. A professor at the University 
of Haifa Political Science School. Prof. Chorev is the former Head of the Israel Atomic Energy Commission. He 
has held many important positions in the Israeli security forces including Assistant to the Minister of Defense 
for Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Defense; Deputy Chief of Naval Operations; Commanding Officer of the 
Haifa Naval Base and Commanding Officer of an Israeli Naval Flotilla. Chorev holds a BA in Economics and 
Political Sciences from Bar Ilan University, MSc. from the United States Naval Postgraduate School and Ph.D. 
from Bar Ilan University.

Dr. Nicholas A. Ioannides
Holds a PhD in Public International Law from the University of Bristol. He teaches Public International 
Law and International Humanitarian Law at the University of Cyprus. He was also a Nippon Fellow at the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (2017–2018), where he conducted research on the legal 
framework governing undelimited maritime areas. In 2020, he was awarded the ‘Daniel Vignes’ Prize by 
the International Association of the Law of the Sea for his article on hydrocarbon activities in undelimited 
maritime areas, published in the International and Comparative Law Quarterly (2019). His monograph 
entitled ‘Maritime Claims and Boundary Delimitation: Tensions and Trends in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Sea’ has been published by Routledge.

Dr. Benny Spanier
Dr. (Adv.) Benny Spanier is a Senior Research Fellow at the Maritime Policy & Strategy Research Center 
(HMS) in the University of Haifa. He holds a PhD in law from the University of Haifa. Dr Spanier is interested 
and researching international public law and maritime law, with an emphasis on international tribunals. 
Within the framework of HMS, he has published several articles and conducted research relating to Israel’s 
maritime boundaries in terms of the law of the sea. Benny lectures as part of the HMS Master degree 
program in National Security and Maritime Strategy on matters pertaining to the Law of the Sea, and was a 
visiting lecturer at Syracuse University School of Law in the United States.

Adv. Orin Shefler
Senior Fellow, Haifa Maritime Policy & Strategy Research Center (HMS), Haifa Israel. Orin is a corporate 
and commercial attorney, and has been active in the energy and high-tech industries for over fifteen years. 
As part of his expertise, Orin has worked on offshore oil & gas projects in Israel, and has focused on the 
development of offshore infrastructure. Orin writes, researches and lectures periodically as part of the 
M.A Program on National Security and Maritime Strategy offered by the School of Political Sciences at the 
University of Haifa, in collaboration with the Maritime Policy & Strategy Research Center (HMS). During his 
career, Orin has acted as in-house counsel for an offshore oil & gas consulting firm, and as a tech-lawyer at 
law firms. Orin holds an M.B.A from the Technion, an LL.M. from Boston University in the USA and an LL.B 
& BA from the Interdisciplinary Center. Orin is admitted to practice law in the State of Israel and the State 
of New-York.

Dr. Noha Bakr
PhD in inter disciplinary field of International Relations, and International Organizations. She has received 
a distinguished Alumni award from the American University in Cairo & National Defense University of 
Washington. Associate Professor the American University in Cairo. Dr Bakr is a Member of the National 
Council of Human Rights & Member of the Supreme Council of Culture. Her Academic Career is mainly a 
Political Science associate professor teaching International Organizations & Human Rights& Gender issues. 
Her Civil Servant experience was being the former, Assistant to the Minister of International Cooperation, in 
charge of international economic cooperation with Canada and the Americas. Her Corporate Career is mainly 
in the Cement industry being the Communications & Corporate Affairs Director of Lafarge Egypt member of 
Holcim Group. Her publications are focused in the field of security, and international organizations. Dr Bakr 
has headed different Panels, as a speaker & participant in conferences, workshops, and programs, on the 
national, regional, and international level, lectured in various academic platforms such as  NATO Defense 
College, International Institute of Humanitarian Law in Sn Remo, Moscow University, Perm University, 
Diplomatic Institute at Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and at Cairo University. Dr Bakr has worked as 
a consultant to different organizations such as to: UNDP on a project on Democracy in the Last 50 years in 
Africa, the African Union on Youth Development Program, Silencing the Guns, Human Security Response to 
COVID-19 in North Africa. Dr Bakr has been a member of the Steering Committee of Tana Security Forum. 
She is also a member of the Advisory Board of the Egyptian Center for Strategic Studies, Board Member 
of KEMET Botros Ghali Foundation, Board Member of the Arab Net Work for Tolerance, Member of the 
Egyptian Council of Foreign Affairs, Member of the Egyptian International Economic Forum, and a guest in 
different media programs: providing analysis to current events, and hard and soft security challenges.


